WHERE DOES THE PMP GO THAT WE SEND 

TO THE LWVUS?

Many League members ask: “What do we get in return for the money we send to the LWVUS?” Here is a list of where your PMP goes:

[image: image1.wmf]  COMMUNICATION:  Visibility, reputation, credibility, and action—these are some of the intangibles that generate positive responses to the League and our work. It occurs through communication efforts on behalf of the LWVUS communication department, such as press releases on action we take on issues such as election reform, campaign finance reform and our efforts around civic engagement. Other communication vehicles include: The National Voter magazine and our website.  

Our website now enables League members to directly lobby their elected officials at the local, state and national levels via on-line communication and to also send letters to newspaper editors. This feature is provided by Capwiz and can be found on our website.  The link to this section is: http://www.capwiz.com/lwv/home.

The LWVUS also supports communication for members to discuss a variety of issues on any of our seven listservs.

[image: image2.wmf]  ADVOCACY: The LWVUS lobbies Congress and the executive branch for League positions---for all of us.  We keep you informed and up to date on what’s going on in the issue areas that delegates chose as top-level legislative priorities at convention.  We distribute action alerts, maintain the Grassroots Lobby Corps and send out action alerts on our legislative issues. Recently with the support of League members across the country, the League has had great success on election administration reform and campaign finance reform in both houses of Congress. We also sit on coalitions to monitor legislative action and grassroots support on other legislative issues.

[image: image3.wmf]  INFORMATION:  The LWVUS provides publications on League issues, study guides, and voter education materials, as well as “how-to” materials for League leaders.  These include our periodic Presidents’ mailings or DPM which include flyers about upcoming events, memos, and other informative materials, all of which can be reproduced in League bulletins and is available on the members site of the LWVUS website.  LWVUS sends all members, via The National Voter, legislative updates, highlights of local and state League news, and articles about the latest in program issues.  

[image: image4.wmf] VOTER’S SERVICE: While donations to the LWVEF support the League’s voter education efforts, various departments at the LWVUS provide operational assistance and guidance on League sponsored candidate debates, respond to inquiries on polling places, voter registration, etc.

[image: image5.wmf]  SERVICE TO LEAGUES:  The LWVUS provides support to Leagues on a variety of issues. Inquiries include how to revitalize a local League, how to form consensus, how to lobby, how to write a press release, etc. We also respond to League requests, such as the request to provide more membership tools. As a result of this request, a bi-monthly newsletter focusing on membership outreach, Member News and Views was created and is sent to all League membership chairs. 

[image: image6.wmf]  TRAINING: The LWVUS provides training on leadership, voter service, diversity, membership recruitment/retention, strategic planning, working with the media and advocacy as requested at state League events throughout the year.  We also provide training opportunities for League leaders and members at the LWVUS convention and council meetings.

[image: image7.wmf]  MEMBER DATABASE:  The LWVUS maintains a database of 500,000 members and supporters. Twice a year, all Leagues receive a membership roster and other database reports.  Over the next year, the LWVUS will be transferring our database to a secure on-line database so that Leagues will be able to go directly to our website to make membership changes and additions and to also print out their own reports and mailing labels.

[image: image8.wmf]  CONVENTION AND COUNCIL MEETINGS: 
Council meetings provide state League leadership the opportunity to network, receive training, approve the LWVUS and LWVEF budgets and raise issues important to the membership in their state.

Convention provides all League members the opportunity to come together to discuss League success stories, network, receive recognition for programs, sell products, and meet members of the LWVUS board and staff.  It is also the time for members to make changes to the LWVUS bylaws, lobby and vote on the biennial program, elect members of the LWVUS Board of Directors, and adopt the LWVUS and LWVEF budgets.

[image: image9.wmf]FIELD SERVICE:  Members of the LWVUS Board of Directors and staff travel to various state League events throughout the year to provide workshops and updates on LWVUS/LWVEF activities to League members. 

[image: image10.wmf] PRODUCTS & PUBLICATIONS: The LWVUS provides various publications for Leagues to use—these include the annual edition of The Presidents Packet, Starting Point, In League, Face to Face--A Guide to Candidate Debates, membership cards, etc. Recently, we published a new membership brochure for all Leagues to use. Our products include, pens, notepads, watches, t-shirts, leather folders, etc.
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