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Our Mission

The League of Women Voters, a nonpartisan political organization, encourages the informed and active participation of citizens in government, works to increase understanding of major public policy issues, and influences public policy through education and advocacy.

The League of Women Voters – the League – because of its reputation for fairness and objectivity, is often called on to convene community forums on issues of local concern.  The League also works at all levels -- local, state and national -- educating policy makers and the general public on pressing issues and takes concerted action to bring about positive change.

Take a Moment to Make a Difference…

  - Meeting Our Families’ Needs  

· Local Leagues bring together parents, teachers, people without children, business leaders and school administrators to improve the quality of education in their schools.  

· Partnering with county health departments, local Leagues create health fairs to immunize children so they can meet state regulations and stay in school.


· Local Leagues work with community leaders to expand access to public transportation and increase the supply of low-cost housing. 

-Building Safe, Harmonious Communities

· Local Leagues convene community discussions on race relations that result in improved communication among citizens, policy changes to address local tensions and ongoing community-wide dialogue.

· Concern over crime leads local Leagues to bring together local officials, community leaders, police and citizens to create better community-police coordination and a support network for volunteers working with victims and at-risk youth.

· Local Leagues lead communities in reducing air pollution and the use of toxic chemicals, thus helping to prevent illnesses, especially among the most vulnerable – children and senior citizens. 

· Local Leagues fight vigorously to make sure citizens can participate in important community decisions, such as land use issues affecting their towns and cities. 
-Strengthening Citizen Impact

· The League combines traditional action and education with current communication technologies.  From its powerful online voters guide to calls to action and timely information about key legislation, our website (WWW.LWV.ORG) connects citizens to their government. 

· The League’s National Lobby Corps represents League positions on Capitol Hill, carrying the voice of League members to the corridors of Congress and the administration.

· League members serve as official observers and election volunteers and conduct civic participation training at home and in emerging democracies around the world. 

When You Take a Moment …

          You Make a Lifetime of Difference …
For Your Community By:

· Increasing funding and improving the quality of education for the next generation

· Participating in citizen efforts to improve drinking water and air quality

· Reforming the election system to ensure all eligible people can vote

· Pushing for land use decisions that balance economic, social and environmental concerns. 

· Tracking city council meetings for those who cannot attend

For Yourself By Enhancing Skills In:
· Networking

· Lobbying

· Investigating Issues

· Facilitating Community Dialogues

· Communicating with the Media and elected officials  
There are many flexible opportunities for you to make an impact through the League; you have choices that fit your busy life and schedule…

· Whether it's taking ten minutes from the convenience of your home to send an email “Action

      Alert” to your member of Congress…

· Spending a couple of hours at a community forum on a topic of interest to you ...

· Participating once a month in meetings with community leaders on neighborhood issues …
When you act with others as a member of the League of Women Voters… your voice is magnified.
Who We Are.....

Since 1920, the League has earned a reputation as a highly respected citizens organization that researches issues from many points of view and educates the public and decision makers.  We’re comprised of men and women who want to make a difference in our communities, our country and our world.

· The League is nonpartisan, we do not support or oppose candidates.

· We do support issues and legislation, after member study and agreement. 

· We also mobilize people to vote and to have a say in the complex decisions that affect us all.


Decades of the League’s Impact and Achievement  

Since its founding, the League -- born out of the women's suffrage movement that secured the 19th Amendment – ensuring women the right to vote, has:

1920s – Secured passage of the first federal maternal and infant health care program.
1930s –  Helped shape the Social Security Act and fought  for Child Labor laws 

1940s – Built public support for creation of the United Nations

1950s – Sponsored the "Freedom Agenda” – a nation-wide program of community education and discussion about civil liberties.

1960s – Fought against discrimination in education, employment and housing.

1970s – Sponsored televised Presidential debates; campaigned for the Equal Rights Amendment; built grassroots support for the Clean Water Act.

 1980s – Played a lead role in the push for fairer tax policies; worked to increase the availability of quality child care. 

1990s – Led the successful campaign for passage and implementation of the Motor Voter Law; advocated for campaign finance and health care reforms

2000s –Offered the first “candidate debates” online through a nationwide, Internet based, voter education program (DNet – DemocracyNet); launched a vigorous campaign for election administration reform.

We're Shaping the Future Now… And So Can You 

Have you ever thought about:

· Getting more involved? 

· Sharing your opinions? 

· Becoming better informed?

· Shaping the policy decisions that affect your everyday life?

Then consider connecting with a group that helps you do all of that – a group focused on current issues… issues affecting you, your community, your state and your country… issues on which you can make a difference. 

That group is the League of Women Voters! 

Membership is open to all citizens of voting age.  Associate membership is available for young people and non-citizens.

Each member participates in the League as personal time and preference permit.  There is a place for everyone and every lifestyle.

Even if you don't have the time now to be active, your membership is important to the League’s continued success.  Every member strengthens the voice of the League – and increases our impact. 

Please Join Us

As an added benefit, all League members receive The National Voter magazine, local and state publications, access to member information on the League website, alerts on breaking action on Capitol Hill and significant discounts on publications, products, videos and other valuable resources.

___ YES, I want to add my voice to the League of Women Voters.

       $______ $50 – LWVUS one-year INDIVIDUAL MEMBERSHIP
       $ ______ $75 – LWVUS one-year HOUSEHOLD MEMBERSHIP for two or more

 

members who share an address

I am unable to join the League at this time but enclose a CONTRIBUTION of $__________

___  Please send me more INFORMATION

___  Please send me INFORMATION ABOUT FORMING A LEAGUE IN MY COMMUNITY
__________________________________________________________

NAME/NAMES

______________________________________________________________________

ADDRESS

_____________________________________________________________________

CITY




STATE


ZIP

____________________________________________________________________

EMAIL

____________________________________________________________________

TELEPHONE  (DAY/EVENING)

The League of Women Voters 

Making Democracy Work

Please make your checks payable to the League of Women Voters and return with your membership form to:

The League of Women Voters of the United States

1730 M St., NW, Suite 1000

Washington, DC  20036

(202) 429-1965

website: www.LWV.org        email: LWV@LWV.org

Membership dues and contributions to the League of Women Voters are not deductible as a personal or business expense for tax purposes.
