September 3, 2002

Dear League Friend,

Voter education and citizen advocacy are a dynamic duo.  Together, they fortify democratic government.  They also comprise the unique mission of the League of Women Voters.  

Since its inception, the League has understood the critical need for services to voters to encourage an informed electorate and for advocacy on public policy issues after study and consensus of the members.  The goal of achieving an informed and active electorate has withstood the test of time.  With your support, this dual approach will continue.  


During the Phonothon this year, we are asking you to help to fund our future in both of its capacities -- as an advocacy and membership organization and as a voter education and citizen participation organization.  Here are some of the ways that you can help:

· Funds for Membership Growth:  The League is strengthened with increased membership.  We are embarking on a new campaign to offer local Leagues assistance and special incentives for membership growth.  We work actively to encourage a more diverse membership.

· Funds for Increased Advocacy:  The League’s advocacy agenda is multi-issue.  This year, the focus is on:  health care reform, gender equity issues, basic human needs, campaign finance/clean elections, education financing, gun control, and opposition to the death penalty and casino gambling.  We will pursue this agenda through testimony, coalition work, research, Day on the Hill activities, and action alerts.

· Funds for Enhanced Voter Education:  The Citizen Education Fund provides voter education in different formats to the meet the needs of diverse groups.  These include:  brochures about voter registration and absentee voting, videos demonstrating voting procedures in English and in Spanish, an extensive Voters Guide in The Boston Globe (a special section on October 29, 2002), and on the DemocracyNet (dnet.org/ma).

· Funds to Promote Civic Participation:  The Citizen Education Fund encourages civic participation, using many methods.  These include empowering people workshops targeted to underrepresented constituencies, assistance from the Voter Information Phone, and conferences on public policy topics (Fall Conference on October 5th will focus on Free Air Time for candidates.)  

Phonothon 2002 will fund our future.  Please give as generously as you can.  If you chose, you can tell us how to direct your donation.  The League of Women Voters of Massachusetts (not tax deductible) and the Citizen Education Fund (tax deductible) complement each other, and both are vital.

Best regards,

Dona M. Kemp



Nancy Carapezza

Co-president




Co-president

P.S.  If we receive your donation by October 11th, you will not be called during the Phonothon, and you can earmark 10% of your donation to fund the future of your local League and its work in your community.  We cannot succeed without you!

