LWVNY Ed Fund

The League and the Education Foundation are two separate entities; the League is a 501(c)(4) and the Foundation is a 501(c)(3).  Each organization maintains a separate board, although several League members sit on the Foundation Board.

The current President of the League always sits on the Foundation Board.  Two other board members are also on the board (to be determined).  There are several other League members who also sit on the Foundation board (generally, they are past state League board members).

The other members of the Foundation board come from the business community.  We currently have about 6 business community members on the Board, one of whom serves as the Foundation Board president.  We are going to make a concerted effort in the year ahead to greatly expand that presence on the board.  We will be working with a fundraising consultant to define board member responsibilities and help us put together a plan to recruit board members.

The main function of the Foundation is to raise money to support the League.  The Foundation owns the building which houses the League office and the League pays the Foundation a reasonable rent.  Fundraising activities of the League include grant-writing and a mass mail appeal that goes out to members and friends of the League for tax-deductible contributions to the Foundation.  The funds that the Foundation provides to the League are used for all purposes except direct lobbying and advocacy activities.

We recently had a cultivation session in Albany for the Foundation, to which we invited local business, association and foundation leaders.  The event was a breakfast that was held in conjunction with our Students Inside Albany youth conference.  We hosted a breakfast, followed by a guest speaker on the state budget situation.  We then made a short presentation about the League activities that the Foundation supports and had a few of the students who were participating in the conference talk about their experience.  Finally, we invited the attendees up to the conference awards ceremony, where we awarded our college scholarship for the best essay.  I haven't had the chance to do any follow-up with the attendees, so we're not yet sure about the effectiveness of the event.
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