October 18, 2002

Dear League Member,

You’re a member of the League.  You would not be if you did not believe that a strong, grassroots, progressive, multi-issue, champion-of-making-democracy-work organization was needed more than ever.  We ask you to consider giving a gift to the state League during this once-a-year campaign.  

The League of Women Voters of South Carolina serves and enables local Leagues in their work and facilitates work on statewide issues.   Here are highlights of current and past year activities:

· By the People/For the People: The Growth Debate.  We produced six, hour long interactive shows on the impacts of growth in SC with SC Educational Television. The last show aired in April 2002. This joint venture with SCETV has given us statewide recognition and exposure while providing useful and important information on public policy issues…our key mission. Your support helped us produce a  top-notch, highly informative series.
· Statewide Voter Guide.  More than 40 SC newspapers (dailies & weeklies) will be printing our 2002 Election Guide which we co produced with the SC Press Association.  Let’s continue this kind of service.

· Democracy Network (DNet.org).  Check out “dnet.org” the League’s new and exciting method to reach citizens on-line with candidate and other voter information.  The League continues to be creative and innovative in reaching out to voters to empower and inform them. Your help will make this website invaluable. 

· Candidate Debates.  Between May and November 2002, we will have sponsored 8 debates for statewide offices which have been presented statewide by SCETV. Go to our website, www.lwvsc.org for the schedule.  Your assistance makes a difference.

· Website (lwvsc.org). Our state League website has been revised and includes a wealth of information and provides the means to communicate to our elected officials on issues of concern. We  continue to update the site to keep it useful for members and the public.  Your gifts make this possible.
· Testifying, monitoring and lobbying.  State board members regularly attend meetings and speak out on such critical issues as:  land use planning, education funding, election and campaign finance reform, nuclear and hazardous waste issues, children at risk, criminal justice, natural resources and government funding issues.  Our board members have strong credentials in their areas and are willing to work.  Your support will enable us to have impact and receive tangible results.

Our 2002-2003 budget is $35,000.  You, our South Carolina members, provide about 1/3 of that through your local dues and we know many of you contribute beyond your local dues.  In order to keep dues affordable we must ask for additional support from members and non members. Please generously support this wonderful organization you’re a part of.  All size gifts are appreciated.

Sincerely,    

Laurel M. Suggs, President

