January 2010

Board of Directors
League of Women Voters of
Greater Birmingham
205 583-5000
admin@lwvgb.org

Sarah McDonald, President
Nancy Ekberg, 1% Vice President
Cissy Bennett, Secretary

Amanda McGriff, Treasurer
Connie Arwine, Director

Joyce Lanning, Natural Resources
Joan Burroughs, Public Relations
Ginny Randolph, Voter Services

Karen Threlkeld, Editor
The Voter

Ann Smith, Nominating Committee
Chair

Jean Johnson,
Off-Board Technical Director

Ann Smith,
Off-Board Observer Corps Water
Works

Angelyn Simmons, Off-Board Voter
Assistant

Photos from
the 2009
League
Holiday
Luncheon

1

ATV E

Thg Uotee

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!

The League hopes everyone had a safe and happy holiday
season! We also look forward to prosperous and active
year in 2010!
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Open Government Directive Survey Report

A survey was conducted by AmericaSpeaks, the League of
Women Voters, National Coalition on Dialogue and
Deliberation, OMB Watch and OpentheGovernment.org, to
assess the public experience of participating in the Openness in
Government Directive (OGD) process. This report shares a
topline review of those results. Generally, there was
appreciation among respondents for the White House’s

leadership and innovation in launching this process. There was
also considerable feedback offered to help improve the process
for future use, in the hopes that initiatives such as this, done
well, can advance good ideas and open government more fully
to the public.

You can access the full report by clicking
http://www.lwv.org/Content/ContentGroups/Projects/OpennessinGo
vernment/ToplineFindingsofOGDFeedbackandlnvolvementSurveytoW

H.pdf .

McDonal d’”s Musings

| was listening to an interview with some congressperson the other day and she made the statement that she was elected to do
what her constituents wanted, not what she thought best. Really?? | disagree with that thinking.

When we elect people to public office, they are privy to much information on given subjects which we are not. At the federal
level there are complex aspects to legislation we do not see and, in many cases, would not have time, ability or inclination to
study. (I realize that some of that information comes from special interests.)

But | make my choices at the ballot box based on who I think will thoughtfully study the issues and then make good decisions.
The political party of the candidates also plays a role. | then expect them to do what they think is right and not what is popular,
as decided by polls. (I have never been polled about politics.) Perhaps I’'m bitter at not having been consulted.

It is pretty obvious that short term elected officials ( House of Representatives) have about ten minutes after they are elected to
do what they think is best and then they are running again for the next term. There has to be a better way.

On another subject, we say farewell to Carol Saint Lewis, who has resigned from the board because of other responsibilities. We
wish her well.
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BIRMINGHAM MAYORAL
ELECTION RUNOFF

Registered voters in the city of
Birmingham will elect the city’s next
mayor on Tuesday, January 19.

If you live in Birmingham, remember
to exercise your right to vote on that
day!

THANKS to everyone
who attended the
, AACOAB O (
Luncheon at The Club
on December 12!
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QUOTABLE QUOTES

You can never get all the
facts from just one
newspaper, and unless you
have all the facts, you
cannot make proper
judgments about what is
going on. - Harry S Truman,
Mr. Citizen, 1960

Those who are too smart to
engage in politics are
punished by being governed

League of Women Voters celebrates its 90th by those WT:C: atre dumber. -
ato

Anniversary
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